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MUSIC. 

“It is a blossom of which the fruit is heaven/’ 

Music is a God-gift. It is a universal language, 
speaking its wondrous truths to the hearts of men, such 
deep truths as God has written in the burning stars, 
and in the radiant flowers. Luther said, “Whosoever 
despises music, with him I can never agree for music is 
a gift of God and not a discovery of man.” 

How wonderfully and effectively can music imitate 
nature’s melodies, the restless flow of the river, the soft 
divine rapture of birds, the tumuhm s raging of the 
tempest, the sighing of flowers in the breeze, the pas¬ 
sionate sobbing of the ocean, the mysterious fall of 
snow on the leafless bough, the murmurous, solemn 
whisperings of the wind amidst the trees 

It vibrates with all the passions of the human heart, 
the deep passionate tones of love, the tender murmurings 
of affection, the violent revolt of despair, the lingering 
wail of anguish, the hush of brooding melancholy, the 
rippling bubbling melody of laughter. 

Association which has so large a share in all the 
thoughts and feelings of humanity contributes to a 
Very great extent to the effect of music. Some airs 
possessing no intrinsic beauty whatsoever, owe their 
influence entirely to this principle. A simple song we 
have heard in youth reminding us of home and country, 
opens the flood-gates of the heart and dims the 
eyes, touching the chords of feeling to a degree which 
the noblest compositions would be powerless to affect. 

But, perhaps, of all the notions regarding music, 
that of the Hindoos is the finest and loftiest, surpassing 
in grandeur any that have ever been conceived. 

It may be so. We feel mysterious vibrations of the 
heart, deep, unaccountable whisperings of the soul, 
strange impulses, unutterable yearnings for what we 
know not coming we know not whence, going we know 
not whither. 

Truly has it been written that “music descends to 
earth to lift men’s souls to heaven.” 

IDA GOLDSTEIN. 
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